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All in for Apprenticeships was created to show
traineeships offer an excellent starting point in
the careers of north-east youngsters.
The campaign aims to change the perceptions
of people who think getting a university degree is
the only option.
Organisers believe apprenticeships which allow
young people to enter paid employment and earn
qualifications are the best preparation for the
“world of work”.
Developing the Young Workforce North East
Scotland (DYW NES), an industry-led initiative to
provide a point of contact for employers looking
to invest in young people, leads the campaign.
Skills Development Scotland, the body which
delivers the Scottish Government’s Modern Ap-
prenticeship programme, and the Press and Jour-
nal, are supporting DYW NES.
The campaign will run until Scottish Appren-
ticeship Week in March.
Through the Press and Journal, it will tell the
stories of young apprentices thriving in the work-
place.
Industry leaders who started as apprentices
will explain how on-the-job learning propelled
them to the top.

Apprentice Singer hits right
note during oil placement
A north-east man has been
recruited as an apprentice
by an oil and gas supply
company after excelling
during a work placement.
Kieran Singer signed up
for a course with Dyce-
based engineering training
firm ITCA after leaving
Torry Academy.
As part of the scheme, he
was sent to Control Valve
Solutions – where hemade
apositive impressiononhis
future employers.
And now, the company
has taken him on and is

looking to help him gain
qualifications as a test en-
gineer.
The 17-year-old said: “I
heard about the course at
ITCA from a friend and I
took part in a course
there.
“On a day-to-day basis, I
am involved in testing
equipment and making
sure it works.
“I am now going to com-
plete another course with
ITCAwhichwillgoonforat
least two years.
“It involves both the
classroom and practical
things. And I prefer to
spend time here learning
things. You get to know
morethanyouwould inthe
classroom.”

Chris Greenhalgh, the
operations director at Con-
trol Valve Solutions, in-
sisted that investing in
youngpeoplewasakeypri-
ority for the company.
He added: “We look to
take on apprentices as a
way of giving something
back to the community.
“Ibelieve it ishardernow
for younger people than
ever before.

“Ifwe comeacross some-
one with the right attitude,
wewill find the right train-
ing course and the right
level for them.
“Kieran came to us

as part of a placement and
we liked his determina-
tion.
“At the end of his place-

ment, we asked for feed-
back from both his man-
agers and what was given
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PROMISING: Kieran Singer of Control Valve Solutions. Photograph: Kami Thomson

“I believe it
is harder now
for younger
people than
ever before”

was extremely positive and
so we have decided to take
this further.
“We will have a meeting
with him later this month
and try and get him on
another course which
would run for at least two
years.”
June Jones, the manag-
ing director of ITCA, is
looking to recruit people
for its Skills for Engineers
course which Mr Singer
completed.
School-leavers, aged 16
and 17, are urged to call
01224 772709 or e-mail
J u n e . J o n e s@ I TCA -
Training.com to apply.
Applicants will be inter-
viewed at the end of the
month.

Safety delays spark anger after island causeway tragedy
BY RITA CAMPBELL

An island community
which suffered the loss of
five of its own in the 2005
storms has criticised the
council for taking too long
to start work to ensure
there is not another
tragedy.
Today marks the 12th
anniversary of the deaths
of Archie and Murdina
Macpherson, their chil-
dren, Hannah, five, and
Andrew, seven, and Mrs

Macpherson’s father
Calum Campbell.
Three generations were
wiped out when they were
swept into the sea as they
attempted to escape a
hurricane on South Uist.
The South Ford Causeway,
a route which runs more

than half a mile between
Benbecula and South Uist,
acted like a dam on the
night of the storm.
Water overflowed into

villages and submerged
roads at Iochdar, includ-
ing the one the Macpher-
sons were driving on. But

COUNCIL

it has taken until now for
surveying to begin for
work to prevent such a
thing happening again.
Relatives of the family
and campaigners have
long been calling for an
820ft bridge section to be
put into the causeway. Ex-

perts recommended in-
stalling the £20million
bridge in 2012 to prevent
a repeat of the tragedy.
Yesterday, Western Isles
Council confirmed it is
about to go out to tender
for part of a feasibility
study for the bridge.

However, South Uist
Councillor Donnie Steele
said: “It is getting tire-
some now. We were told
this study would be com-
pleted by December, and
they haven’t even started.”
In a joint statement,
Iochdar Community
Council and community
landlord Storas Uibhist,
said: “The council has had
nearly 12 years to action
interim measures, includ-
ing four years since the re-
port was released.”
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Update on
bypass for
residents
People living south of
Aberdeen can get an
update on the
£745million bypass
project next week.
An update meet-
ing, focusing on the
North Kincardine
side of the works, will
be held on Monday at
7.30pm at Lairhillock
School.
The public meeting
is being held by the
North Kincardine Ru-
ral Community Coun-
cil, and AWPR repre-
sentatives will be
attending to report
on progress on con-
struction through the
winter months and
into spring.
Members from Ab-
erdeenshire Council
and Transport Scot-
land will also attend
to take part in the
presentation.

Commuter
route to shut
A major commuter
route will close per-
manently tomorrow
to make way for the
Aberdeen Western
Peripheral Route.
The C89C between
Chapel of Stoney-
wood and Fairley
Road, north of the
Kirkhill crossroads,
will no longer be in
use from tomorrow
at 6am.
Motorists will
therefore be forced to
join the A96 Ab-
erdeen to Inverness
road by turning right
on to Forrit Brae,
from the Kirkhill
crossroads before tak-
ing a left turn on to
the dual carriageway.
Transport Scotland
will put up signs to
inform motorists of
the changes.

All smiles at
care homes
Staff at seven north-
east care homes have
been rewarded for
their work in keeping
residents’ teeth
gleaming.
The Caring for
Smiles programme,
which aims to im-
prove oral health, has
been rolled out across
the area in the past
six months.
And the first em-
ployees to complete
the scheme picked up
their award at Ab-
erdeen Community
Health and Care Vil-
lage yesterday.
One care home
which took part in
the programme was
the Cowdray Club,
whose manager
Karen Setter said it
had been worthwhile.

CalumCampbell, Murdina and ArchieMacPherson and their children Andrew andHannah died in the storm


